
CHAPTER 39-04
MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION

39-04-01. Definitions. Repealed by S.L. 1987, ch. 439, § 2.

39-04-02. Application for the registration of a vehicle - Contents - Penalty.
Application for the registration of a vehicle must be made as provided in this section:

1. Application must be made by the owner thereof upon appropriate forms approved or
furnished by the department, and every application must be signed by the owner and
must contain the owner's county of residence, address, and a brief description of the
vehicle to be registered, including the name of the maker, either the engine, serial,
or identification number, if any, whether new or used, and the last license number
known, and the state in which issued, and, upon the registration of a new vehicle,
the date of sale by the manufacturer or dealer to the person first operating the
vehicle. The application must contain other information as may be required by the
department.

2. If the vehicle for which registration is sought is a specially constructed,
reconstructed, or foreign vehicle, the facts must be stated in the application. The
owner of every vehicle which has been registered outside this state shall exhibit to
the department the certificate of the title and registration card or other evidence as
will satisfy the department that the applicant is the lawful owner or possessor of the
vehicle.

3. If the vehicle for which registration is sought is a new vehicle, no registration may be
issued unless a certificate of origin executed by the manufacturer of such vehicle is
attached to the application for registration or is attached to the application for the
certificate of title for such vehicle. If the new vehicle for which registration is sought
is of foreign manufacture, the certificate of origin must be furnished by the importer
of such vehicle. The manufacturer or importer of all new vehicles shall designate the
total shipping weight of the vehicle on the certificate of origin.

4. In applying for registration the buyer shall state the buyer's post-office address and
county and city or township of residence and the dealer shall make specific inquiry
relative thereto before completing the application.

5. If the registration is for a semitrailer tank designated as MC306, MC307, MC312,
MC330, MC331, or MC338, the applicant must show, upon request by an officer of
the highway patrol, the status of compliance with hazardous material rules of the
United States department of transportation or of this state. Violation of this
subsection is punishable by a fine of one hundred dollars.

39-04-02.1. Change of address. Whenever any person after making application for or
obtaining the registration of a vehicle moves from the address named in the application or shown
upon a registration card such person shall within ten days thereafter notify the department of the
person's old and new addresses.

39-04-03. Size of tires to be given in application when truck, combination truck, or
trailer registered. Repealed by S.L. 1971, ch. 355, § 1.

39-04-04. Register of applicants to be kept by the department. The department shall
file each application received, and when satisfied as to the genuineness and regularity thereof,
and that the applicant is entitled thereto, shall register the described vehicle and the owner in
books or electronic data processing files or on index cards or film as follows:

1. Under a distinctive registration number assigned to the vehicle and its owner,
referred to in this chapter as the registration number.
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2. Alphabetically under the name of the owner.

3. Numerically by the serial or identification number of the vehicle.

4. In the discretion of the department, in any other manner it may deem desirable.

39-04-05. Grounds for refusing registration. The department shall refuse registration
or any transfer of registration upon any of the following grounds:

1. That the application contains any false or fraudulent statement or that the applicant
has failed to furnish required information or reasonable additional information
requested by the department or that the applicant is not entitled to registration of the
vehicle under this chapter.

2. That the vehicle is mechanically unfit or unsafe to be operated or moved upon the
highways.

3. That the department has reasonable ground to believe that the vehicle is a stolen or
embezzled vehicle or that the granting of registration would constitute a fraud
against the rightful owner or other person having valid lien upon the vehicle.

4. That the registration of the vehicle stands suspended or revoked for any reason as
provided in the motor vehicle laws of this state.

5. That the required fee has not been paid.

6. When any sales tax or motor vehicle excise tax, properly due, has not been paid.

7. For failure to maintain security for payment of basic no-fault benefits and the
liabilities covered under motor vehicle liability insurance on a motor vehicle as
required by chapter 26.1-41.

8. For failure to provide proof of payment of the heavy vehicle use tax due, as required,
to the internal revenue service.

9. When the vehicle is operating in violation of the provisions of the international
registration plan or the international fuel tax agreement.

10. When a motor carrier has been ordered out of service by the federal motor carrier
safety administration.

The director shall promulgate rules and regulations for refusal of registration of vehicles not
equipped as required by chapter 39-21.

39-04-05.1. Refusal to register vehicle - Revoking registration - Appeal.

1. If the department determines that an applicant for registration of a vehicle is not
entitled to registration, it may refuse to register the vehicle. The applicant has no
further right to apply for registration on the statements contained in the application
unless the department reverses its decision or its decision is reversed by a court of
competent jurisdiction.

2. The department may, after giving notice to the owner and an opportunity for a
hearing, revoke the registration of a vehicle if it determines that the vehicle is not
entitled to registration. The notice must be served in person or by registered or
certified mail.

39-04-06. When registration rescinded or suspended. The department shall rescind
or suspend the registration of a vehicle for any of the following:
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1. When the department determines a vehicle is unsafe or unfit to be operated or is not
equipped as required by law.

2. When the person to whom the registration card or registration number plates have
been issued makes or permits any unlawful use of the same or permits the use
thereof by a person or on a vehicle not entitled thereto.

3. When the department finds that a vehicle is registered in accordance with a
reciprocity agreement, arrangement, or declaration and the vehicle is operated in
violation of the agreement.

4. When the department determines that a motor vehicle is not covered by security for
payment of basic no-fault benefits and the liabilities covered under motor vehicle
liability insurance as required by chapter 26.1-41.

5. When the department is satisfied that the registration or registration card, plate, or
permit was fraudulently or erroneously issued.

6. When a registered vehicle has been dismantled or wrecked.

7. When a registration card, registration plate, or permit is knowingly displayed upon a
vehicle other than the one for which issued.

8. When the department determines that the owner has committed any offense under
this chapter involving the registration or the registration card, plate, or permit to be
suspended or rescinded.

9. When the purchaser or transferee of a vehicle fails to present the endorsed and
assigned certificate of title to the department for transfer and make application for a
new certificate of title within thirty days as required by section 39-05-17.

10. When the department determines a vehicle is operating in violation of the provisions
of the international fuel tax agreement.

11. When a motor carrier has been ordered out of service by the federal motor carrier
safety administration.

Any registration suspended for any of the above reasons must be restored upon
compliance with the laws governing vehicle registration.

Whenever a check is returned to the department for want of payment the department
shall rescind the registration of the vehicle covered by the check.

Any registration rescinded for want of payment of a check must be restored upon
payment of the registration fee and a reasonable cost not to exceed twenty dollars for the
collection of the check. If a returned check has a value exceeding one thousand dollars, the
department shall also collect an additional fee of one percent of the value of the check.

39-04-07. Department to suspend registration upon notice of theft or
embezzlement. Whenever the owner of any motor vehicle which is stolen or embezzled files an
affidavit alleging either of such facts, the department immediately shall suspend the registration
of such vehicle and may not transfer the registration thereof nor reregister the same until such
time as it is notified that the owner has recovered such vehicle. Notices given as provided in this
section are effective only during the current registration year in which given, but if during such
year such vehicle is not recovered a new affidavit may be filed with like effect during the ensuing
year. Every owner who has filed an affidavit of theft or embezzlement immediately must notify
the department of the recovery of such vehicle.
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39-04-08. Number plates furnished by the department. The department shall furnish
to every motor vehicle owner two number plates for each registered motor vehicle, and one
number plate for each registered motorcycle, trailer, or housetrailer. The department may, in its
discretion, furnish only one number plate for each registered apportioned vehicle licensed under
the international registration plan as authorized in section 39-19-04, truck tractor, or semitrailer.

39-04-08.1. Assignment of motor vehicle number plates. Motor vehicle number
plates may not be assigned as a reward for any political activity, in recognition of any political
affiliation or membership in any political party, or on the basis of political favoritism. However, an
elected state office may be assigned a single or double digit number on a number plate as
requested by that official. The department of transportation may adopt rules governing the
assignment of numbers on motor vehicle number plates in accordance with this section.

39-04-09. Director may design and issue number plates. The director may design
and issue plates of distinctly different color for each classification of motor vehicle, and there
must at all times be a marked contrast between the background color of the plates and that of the
numerals and letters thereon. License plates must be acquired from the North Dakota state
penitentiary if the penitentiary has the facilities to manufacture license plates.

39-04-09.1. Commemorative Lewis and Clark number plates. The director shall
design and issue a distinctive number plate commemorating Lewis and Clark. The director shall
issue this plate upon application and payment of an additional fee of ten dollars. All additional
fees collected under this section must be deposited in the highway fund.

39-04-10. Special plates for amateur radio station licenseholders. Owners of motor
vehicles required to be registered under subdivisions a and b of subsection 2 of section 39-04-19,
who hold an unrevoked and unexpired official amateur radio station license issued by the federal
communications commission, Washington, D.C., may receive special plates. The plates will be
issued upon application to the department, accompanied by proof of ownership of the amateur
radio station license, compliance with the state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and
licensing of motor vehicles, and payment of the regular license fee, as prescribed under the
North Dakota motor vehicle laws. The special plates will be issued in lieu of the plates ordinarily
issued, and must have inscribed on them the official amateur radio call letters of the applicant as
assigned by the federal communications commission.

39-04-10.1. Manufacturer's plate - Fee. A resident factory representative of any motor
vehicle manufacturer may procure from the director a manufacturer's plate, which must be
designed by the director, for a fee of one hundred fifty dollars, which fee is for a twelve-month
period. If such plate is procured at other than the beginning of the registration period such fees
must be prorated on a monthly basis. The procurement of such manufacturer's plate by a factory
representative is in lieu of the payment of any other registration fees, sales tax, or use tax on the
motor vehicle used by the factory representative in the course of employment for the period for
which the manufacturer's plate is current and valid. The manufacturer's plate may not be used
by any person other than the representative to whom it was issued, nor may such plate be used
on any vehicle other than that vehicle used by the factory representative in the course of
employment. Upon the sale of the vehicle for which such manufacturer's plate was issued, the
plate must be retained by the factory representative and used upon replacement vehicles
subsequently acquired from the manufacturer for use in the course of employment.

In addition to the foregoing provisions, a manufacturer of motor vehicles is entitled to use
a manufacturer plate on its demonstration vehicles. Such plate must be issued in the name of
the manufacturer and must be used solely for demonstration purposes only by the registrant or
its designated employees.

39-04-10.2. Special plates for mobility-impaired persons. The director may issue,
without charge, upon application and payment of the regular license fee, plates marked with the
internationally accepted symbol of access for the mobility impaired, to any motor vehicle owner
who possesses a parking certificate issued under subsection 4 of section 39-01-15. This section
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is not applicable to applicants who possess more than one parking certificate issued under
subsection 4 of section 39-01-15.

39-04-10.3. Personalized plates. The department may, in its discretion, provide special
license plates marked with not more than seven numerals, letters, or ampersands, or
combinations of numerals, letters, and ampersands, at the request of the registrant, upon
application therefor and payment of an additional fee of twenty-five dollars per registration period.
The department shall make the special license plates authorized by this section available for
motor vehicles registered under section 39-04-10.6, trailers, travel trailers, and motorcycles. The
fee for the special license plates issued under this section for vehicles registered under section
39-04-10.6 is a one-time fee of one hundred dollars. The special license plates for motorcycles
may contain not more than six numerals, letters, or ampersands, or a combination of not more
than six numerals, letters, and ampersands. In the event of sale or transfer of the vehicle, the
owner must remove the special license plates in accordance with section 39-04-36. Upon
payment of the applicable transfer fee, the special license plates may be transferred to a
replacement motor vehicle.

39-04-10.4. Antique motor vehicles - License and fee - Use.

1. Any motor vehicle which is at least forty years old may be permanently licensed by
the department upon the payment of a registration fee of ten dollars. The
department shall design and issue a distinctive number plate for this purpose. In lieu
of the distinctive number plate, the owner of the motor vehicle may, at the discretion
of the director, display on the motor vehicle a number plate from the year in which
the motor vehicle was manufactured. The number plate from the year of
manufacture may not be used in lieu of a distinctive number plate when it would
create a duplication of a number in the recordkeeping system of the department. A
number plate from the year of manufacture must be legible and must be restored to
the satisfaction of the department. Notwithstanding section 39-04-11, only one
number plate needs to be displayed on a motor vehicle licensed under this
subsection. Motor vehicles registered under the provisions of this section may not
be used in the routine functions of a business or farming operation.

2. Any motor vehicle which is at least forty years old may, if not licensed under
subsection 1, be permanently licensed using a personalized plate issued under
section 39-04-10.3, in which case a one-time fee of one hundred dollars is due.

39-04-10.5. POW plates - Transfer to certain surviving spouses - Retirement. On
the death of a prisoner of war to whom was issued a special number plate under subdivision o of
subsection 2 of section 39-04-18, the director shall comply with this section. If the deceased
prisoner of war was survived by a spouse, the director shall transfer the number plate to that
spouse's name, and the spouse may retain the number plate as an active plate. If the surviving
spouse remarries, then within thirty days of that remarriage, the surviving spouse shall surrender
the plate to the director. On receipt of a surrendered plate, on the death of the surviving spouse,
or if the deceased prisoner of war had no surviving spouse, the director shall retire the number
used on the number plate. On retirement of a number plate and at the request of the survivors of
the deceased prisoner of war, the director shall issue to the survivors one commemorative
plaque resembling the number plate that had been issued to the prisoner of war.

39-04-10.6. Registration of motor vehicles owned by collectors. A person who owns
a motor vehicle that is at least twenty-five years old but that is not eligible for registration under
section 39-04-10.4 may register that motor vehicle as a collector's motor vehicle. The motor
vehicle is eligible for collector's registration if it is owned and operated solely as a collector's item
and if the owner owns another motor vehicle the owner uses for general transportation. A motor
vehicle qualifies as a collector's item under this section only if it is operated on public streets and
highways for the purpose of driving the vehicle to and from active entry and participation in
parades, car shows, car rallies, other public gatherings held for the purpose of displaying or
selling the vehicle, and to and from service or storage facilities. An applicant for registration of a
vehicle as a collector's motor vehicle shall file an affidavit with the director that states the owner's
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name and address, the make, year, and the manufacturer's identification number of the motor
vehicle, and a statement that the motor vehicle is owned and operated solely as a collector's item
and not for general transportation purposes. If the director is satisfied that the affidavit is true and
correct, the director shall register the motor vehicle as a collector's motor vehicle on the payment
of a registration fee of sixty dollars. The registration is valid as long as the collector's motor
vehicle is owned by the person who applied for the registration under this section. The director
shall design and issue distinctive number plates for collector's motor vehicles registered under
this section. In lieu of the distinctive number plates, the owner of the motor vehicle, at the
discretion of the director, may display on the motor vehicle number plates from the year in which
the motor vehicle was manufactured. The number plates from the year of manufacture may not
be used in lieu of distinctive number plates when it would create a duplication of a number in the
recordkeeping system of the department. Number plates from the year of manufacture must be
legible and must be restored to the satisfaction of the department. A person violating this section
or a department rule regarding this section forfeits the right to the registration provided in this
section and any registration fees that have been paid.

39-04-10.7. Special number plates for farm vehicles. The director shall issue, without
an additional charge, upon application and payment of the registration fee, special number plates
or validation decals making them distinctly different from other number plates, to any person
registering a truck or combination of trucks and trailers as a farm vehicle under section 39-04-19.
The director shall determine the form and size of the special number plates or validation decals
and shall adopt rules governing the issuance of these special number plates or validation decals.

39-04-10.8. National guard number plates. The director, in cooperation with the
adjutant general, shall issue distinctive number plates to members of the national guard. A plate
issued under this section must bear the national guard insignia designated by the adjutant
general and the letters "NG" before the number. The director may issue the plates to the owner
of a passenger motor vehicle or a truck the gross weight of which does not exceed ten thousand
pounds [4535.92 kilograms]. On request of the director, the adjutant general shall certify those
members of the national guard eligible to receive the plates. On payment of all other fees
required under this chapter for registration of the motor vehicle, and payment of an additional fee
of not more than five dollars to cover the cost of issuing the distinctive number plates, the
applicant is entitled to issuance of the distinctive number plates. A registrant is eligible for
distinctive number plates under this section if the registrant is a member of the national guard or
if the registrant has retired from the national guard after twenty years or more of military service.
On termination of the registrant's eligibility, the registrant shall return the distinctive number
plates to the director, who shall reissue for a fee of not more than five dollars another number
plate to which that registrant is entitled under this chapter. The director and adjutant general
shall cooperate in establishing procedures to implement this section.

39-04-10.9. Law enforcement plates. Upon request, the department shall issue
identical plates that contain the word "SHERIFF" for the vehicles used and owned by a sheriff's
department and the word "POLICE" for the motor vehicles used and owned by a city's police
department. The plates must be in black letters and on the designed background in use at the
time of issuance. The plates must be provided at actual cost. Notwithstanding section 39-04-11,
the plates are the property of the law enforcement agency to which issued. At an appropriate
time, replacement of the plates must occur whenever the designed background used by the state
changes. Notwithstanding section 39-04-11, a motor vehicle that displays a plate under this
section must have a clearly visible distinctive identification number on the rear of the vehicle
assigned by the appropriate law enforcement agency.

39-04-10.10. North Dakota veterans' cemetery number plates.

1. The director may issue distinctive number plates to individuals eligible for interment
in the North Dakota veterans' cemetery. The director shall issue a number plate
under this section upon receiving:

a. Payment of all other fees required under this chapter for registration of a motor
vehicle;
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b. Payment of an annual fee of five dollars for deposit in the highway tax
distribution fund; and

c. Verification of payment of an annual surcharge of ten dollars paid to the
adjutant general.

2. The department shall collect the fees and surcharge under this section. The
department shall report to the legislative assembly on the funds collected under this
section during each legislative session. The department shall pay the funds
collected under subdivision c of subsection 1 to the adjutant general monthly, who
then, within ten days of receipt of the funds, shall deposit five dollars of each
surcharge in the veterans' cemetery trust fund and the remaining five dollars of each
surcharge in the veterans' cemetery maintenance fund in the state treasury. The
state investment board shall manage the veterans' cemetery trust fund. At the
request of the adjutant general, the interest in the veterans' cemetery trust fund must
be deposited in the veterans' cemetery maintenance fund for the purpose of funding
salaries and maintenance of the veterans' cemetery.

3. The veterans' cemetery trust fund may accept funds from private and federal
sources.

39-04-10.11. Firefighter's association plates. The director, in cooperation with the
North Dakota firefighter's association, shall design a decorative decal that contains an insignia
representing service in the pursuit of firefighting and which is to be placed on a distinctive
number plate. On payment of all other fees required under this chapter for registration of the
motor vehicle, and payment of an additional annual fee of fifteen dollars for deposit in the
highway fund, the applicant is entitled to issuance of the decals and plates. However, the
director may not issue the decal and plates to the owner of a passenger motor vehicle or a truck
the gross weight of which equals or exceeds ten thousand pounds [4535.92 kilograms]. A
registrant is eligible for distinctive number plates under this section if the registrant is a member
of the North Dakota firefighter's association. On request of the director, the North Dakota
firefighter's association shall certify those members of the North Dakota firefighter's association
eligible to receive the decals and plates. On termination of the registrant's eligibility, the
registrant shall return the decals and plates to the director, who shall reissue for a fee of not more
than five dollars another number plate to which that registrant is entitled under this chapter. The
director and the North Dakota firefighter's association shall cooperate in establishing procedures
to implement this section.

39-04-10.12. North Dakota FFA foundation number plates. The director shall design
a decorative decal that contains the insignia of the North Dakota FFA foundation to be placed on
a distinctive number plate. On payment of all other fees required under this chapter for
registration of the motor vehicle and payment of an additional fee of ten dollars, the applicant is
entitled to issuance of the decals and plates. However, the director may not issue the decals and
plates to the owner of a passenger motor vehicle or a truck the gross weight of which equals or
exceeds ten thousand pounds [4535.92 kilograms].

39-04-10.13. Public or nonprofit organization number plate.

1. The director shall develop an organization number plate program for distinctive
number plates for qualifying public and for nonprofit organizations recognized by the
internal revenue service as tax exempt under 26 U.S.C. 501(c)(3). When
appropriate, the department shall design a distinctive number plate to minimize the
changes to a single application of overlay on the left side of the number plate. The
organization may submit a design for the distinctive number plate for approval by the
director. Upon approval by the director and proper application with proof of a
minimum of four hundred applicants for a certain organization's number plate, the
director shall include the number plate in the organization number plate program.
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2. The following organizations do not qualify for an organization number plate:
out-of-state colleges and universities; groups within high schools, junior colleges,
universities, and technical schools, including individual boosters, athletic boosters,
and similar groups; unions; political organizations; religious organizations; groups
that promote racial or social disharmony; and public offices.

3. Upon proper application for a plate in the organization number plate program and
payment of all other fees required under this chapter for registration of the motor
vehicle and payment of an additional annual fee of twenty-five dollars, a qualified
applicant is entitled to issuance of a certain organization number plate. However,
the director may not issue the plates to the owner of a passenger motor vehicle or a
truck the gross weight of which equals or exceeds ten thousand pounds [4535.92
kilograms].

4. The director shall deposit ten dollars of the additional organization number plate fee
in the highway tax distribution fund and transfer monthly fifteen dollars to the proper
organization to support programs of that organization.

39-04-11. Display of number plates and tabs. Except as otherwise specifically
provided, a person may not operate or drive a vehicle on the public highways of this state unless
the vehicle has a distinctive number assigned to it by the department, and two number plates,
bearing the distinctive number conspicuously displayed, horizontally and in an upright position,
one on the front and one on the rear of the vehicle, each securely fastened, except number
plates assigned to a motorcycle, trailer, or housetrailer must be attached to the rear thereof.
When only one number plate is furnished for an apportioned vehicle licensed under the
international registration plan as authorized in section 39-19-04, truck tractor, or semitrailer, the
plate must be attached to the front of the apportioned vehicle or truck tractor and the rear of the
semitrailer. The bottom of each number plate must be at a height of not less than twelve inches
[30.48 centimeters] above the level surface upon which the vehicle stands. Each plate must be
mounted in a manner that does not cover any words, letter, or number on the plate. As far as is
reasonably possible, the plates must at all times be kept free and clear of mud, ice, or snow so
as to be clearly visible and all number plates, markers, or evidence of registration or licensing
except for the current year must be removed from the vehicle. All vehicle license plates issued
by the department continue to be the property of the state of North Dakota for the period for
which the plates are valid. An annual registration tab or sticker for the current registration year
must be displayed on each number plate, in the area designated by the department for the tab or
sticker, in those years for which tabs or stickers are issued in lieu of number plates.

39-04-12. Contents of number plates - Size of letters and numerals on plates -
Reflectorized - Tabs or stickers - Additional fee.

1. Number plates must be of metal or other suitable material bearing the name of the
state, either in full or by abbreviation, the number of the year, the slogan "Peace
Garden State" and a distinctive number for assignment to each vehicle. The
distinctive number may be in figures or a combination of figures and letters and must
be of a size clearly distinguishable by law enforcement officers and individuals
generally. To reduce highway accidents at night all number plates must be legible
for a minimum distance of one hundred feet [30.48 meters] to an approaching
motorist by day or night with lawful headlight beams and without other illumination.
Each plate must be treated with a reflectorized material according to the
specifications prescribed by the department. The department shall furnish for each
annual registration a year plate, tab, or sticker to designate the year registration.
The plate, tab, or sticker must show the registration year for which issued, and is
valid only for that year.

2. The department, in its discretion, may provide to an owner of a trailer that is
operated, offered for lease, or rented to the public, number plates that are for a
period of not more than six consecutive years and which are exempt from the
requirements of annual validation evidence. The registration fees for the trailer may

Page No. 8



be paid for the entire period for which the plates are issued, or the fee may be paid
for the first year of the issue and a corporate surety bond may be filed in the sum the
department determines reasonable and adequate in the circumstances, conditioned
that the owner will pay the annual fee at the beginning of each annual registration
period. The department shall transfer to a replacement trailer number plates issued
pursuant to this subsection along with any unused registration fees. If the owner has
disposed of the trailer and is not replacing the trailer, upon surrender of the number
plates the department shall issue a refund of the registration fees paid for any
unused registration year.

3. The department may provide to an owner of a fleet of one hundred or more vehicles
number plates that are valid for as many as six consecutive years and that are
exempt from the requirements of evidence of annual validation. The registrant shall
file with the department a corporate surety bond in an amount the department
determines to be reasonable and adequate, and conditioned that the owner will pay
the annual fee at the beginning of each annual registration period for which the
number plates are valid.

39-04-13. Duplicates to be obtained of number plate, tab, sticker, or registration
card if lost, mutilated, or illegible - Fee. If any number plate, tab, sticker, or registration card
issued under the provisions of this chapter is lost, mutilated, or becomes illegible, the person who
is entitled thereto shall make immediate application for and obtain a duplicate or substitute upon
furnishing information of such fact satisfactory to the department and upon payment of the cost of
issuing the duplicate item, not to exceed the sum of five dollars for each duplicate number plate,
tab, sticker, or registration card issued. The department may issue a duplicate number plate,
tab, sticker, or registration card at no cost to the owner when satisfied the vehicle owner did not
receive the original number plate, tab, sticker, or registration card which was issued.

39-04-14. Renewal of registration. Every vehicle registration, except those described
in section 39-04-14.1, under this chapter expires on December thirty-first each year and must be
renewed annually upon application by the owner and by payment of the fees required by law,
such renewal to take effect on the first day of January each year. An owner who has made
proper application for renewal of registration of a vehicle previous to January first but who has not
received the number plates, plate, or registration card for the ensuing year is entitled to operate
or permit the operation of such vehicle upon the highways upon displaying thereon the number
plates or plate issued for the preceding year for such time, to be prescribed by the department,
as may be required for the issuance of the new plates. If a previously registered motor vehicle
whose gross weight exceeds ten thousand pounds [4535.92 kilograms] is purchased during the
period the vehicle's registration in this state is expired, the registration fee must be prorated on a
monthly basis from the date of purchase to January first.

39-04-14.1. Renewal of registration of motor vehicles under certain weight. Except
as otherwise provided in this section, the registration of a motor vehicle whose gross weight does
not exceed ten thousand pounds [4535.92 kilograms] expires on the last day of the month which
is the anniversary of the month it was originally registered. The registration may be renewed
annually on application by the owner and payment of fees required by law. The renewal takes
effect on the first day of the first month of the registration period. An owner of more than one
vehicle qualifying for staggered registration under this section may renew all of the owner's
vehicles in the same month. The director shall prorate the registration fees accordingly. If a
previously registered motor vehicle whose gross weight does not exceed ten thousand pounds
[4535.92 kilograms] is purchased during the period the vehicle's registration in this state is
expired, the department shall collect the annual registration fee under section 39-04-19 and shall
issue registration that expires on the last day of the month that is the anniversary of the month
the vehicle was purchased.

39-04-14.2. Staggered registration for apportioned vehicles. The director may
establish a procedure for the implementation of a staggered registration system for vehicles
registered pursuant to the international registration plan. Procedures established under this
section may provide for a one-time collection of up to eighteen months of registration fees.
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39-04-15. When registration fees become due and delinquent. The registration fee
for a vehicle becomes due as soon as the vehicle is used upon the highways of this state. The
registration for a vehicle becomes delinquent immediately upon expiration of the prior
registration.

39-04-15.1. Installment registration of vehicles licensed for a gross weight in
excess of thirty-six thousand pounds [16329.33 kilograms] - Delinquencies - Penalty.
Repealed by S.L. 1983, ch. 423, § 2.

39-04-16. Penalty for delinquent registration fees - Exceptions. Repealed by
S.L. 1975, ch. 328, § 1.

39-04-17. Certificate of notary showing compliance with registration is prima facie
evidence - Penalty. The possession of a certificate made out by a notary public or an
authorized agent of a licensed vehicle dealer who took the acknowledgment of the application
when the vehicle was first registered or required to be registered under the laws of this state,
where such certificate shows the date of application, the make, registered weight, and year
model of the motor vehicle, the manufacturer's number of the motor vehicle which such
application describes, and further shows that such notary public, or authorized agent of a vehicle
dealer, personally mailed the application with the remittance fee, is prima facie evidence of
compliance with motor vehicle law with reference to the vehicle therein described, for a period of
thirty days from the date of such application. Any violation of this section is an infraction
punishable by a fine of not less than fifty dollars.

39-04-18. Motor vehicles exempt from registration fees - Reciprocal use of state
highways by foreign licensed motor vehicles.

1. Except as provided in this section, every motor vehicle as defined in section
39-01-01, trailer or semitrailer designed to be towed by a truck or truck tractor, and
farm trailer operated or intended to be operated upon any highway, road, or street in
this state must be registered annually with the department. Any vehicle being
operated on highways, roads, or streets of this state must display license plates as
furnished by the department upon payment of the fees prescribed in this chapter.

Upon satisfactory proof to the department that a motor vehicle owned by a
resident of this state was not used upon any of the highways of this state in any one
or more years, the motor vehicle may be registered upon payment of the registration
fee for the current year.

Any resident of the state of North Dakota, serving in the armed forces of the
United States for a period of time greater than one year, may relicense any motor
vehicle owned by the veteran without paying any fee or penalties for the intervening
years when the vehicle was not licensed, providing the veteran shows by suitable
affidavit that the vehicle was not in use during any year in which it was not licensed.
The vehicle must be licensed for the license fee applicable to the month of the year
in which application for license is made.

2. The following motor vehicles may be operated upon the highways, roads, and
streets of this state without being registered, under such limitations as are herein
specified; provided, however, that whenever the department determines that it is to
the best interest of the state of North Dakota and determines by reciprocal
agreement or otherwise that as great or greater privileges are not granted North
Dakota residents while traveling in other states or territories, the department may
cancel or limit the application of any exception to residents or motor vehicles from
such other state or territory:

a. Farm tractors as defined in section 39-01-01, special mobile equipment and
road rollers and other road construction or maintenance machinery that cannot
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be operated on the highways and streets of this state in a normal operating
manner.

b. Motor vehicles owned by or in possession of Indian mission schools, by this
state or any of its agencies, departments, or political subdivisions, including
school districts possessing a motor vehicle or vehicles used for driver education
instruction, or by any entity located upon the international boundary line
between the United States of America and Canada used and maintained as a
memorial to commemorate the long-existing relationship of peace and good will
between the people and the governments of the United States of America and
Canada and to further international peace among the nations of the world;
provided, however, that the vehicles must display license plates provided by the
department at actual cost. Upon request, qualifying law enforcement motor
vehicles must be issued a license plate under section 39-04-10.9.

Each motor vehicle loaned or furnished by a licensed North Dakota motor
vehicle dealer to a school district in North Dakota to be used exclusively for
instructing pupils in the driver education and training program conducted by the
school district will be assigned an official license plate. The license plates must
be used only on the motor vehicles furnished by dealers and used in the driver
education program, and for no other purpose except for garaging and
safekeeping of the motor vehicle.

A person may not use a driver education motor vehicle bearing official
license plates for any purpose other than driver education course instruction. A
person is not in violation of this subdivision if the person is required by the
dealer or a school administrator to house or otherwise protect the vehicle at the
person's home or other facility.

c. Motor vehicles registered in any other state or territory when coming into this
state a distance not exceeding twenty miles [32.19 kilometers]; provided,
however, that such motor vehicles have displayed thereon the current license
plates issued by the state or territory in which they are registered and provided
further that the owners or operators thereof are not residents of this state for
any purpose and are not gainfully employed or stationed in this state. Nor may
such vehicles be required to pay any other tax, and no registration fee or tax
may be required when such vehicles do not leave the incorporated limits of any
city while in the state of North Dakota within a zone circumscribed by a line
running parallel to the corporate limits of any city or contiguous cities and
twenty miles [32.19 kilometers] distant therefrom. This section does not
prevent trucks from coming into the state such distance as shall be necessary
to reach the nearest railway shipping station.

d. Motor vehicles owned and operated by the United States government, or any
foreign government, or any of their agencies or departments; provided,
however, that such motor vehicles must display identification plates.

e. Passenger motor vehicles registered in any other state or territory; provided,
however, that such motor vehicles have displayed thereon the current license
plates issued by the state or territory in which they are registered and provided
further that the owners or operators thereof are not residents of this state for
any purpose and are not gainfully employed or stationed in this state.

f. Motor vehicles owned and operated by a manufacturer of motor vehicles when
such motor vehicles are operated or moved such distance as may be
authorized by the director from the factory where manufactured or assembled,
to a depot or place of shipment or other point of delivery; provided, however,
that such vehicles have displayed in plain sight the name and address of the
manufacturer and a written permit from local police authorities.
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g. Motor vehicles owned and operated by a licensed North Dakota motor vehicle
dealer from a railway depot, warehouse, salesroom, or place of shipment;
provided, however, that such vehicles have displayed in plain sight the name
and address of the dealer and a written permit from the local police authorities.

h. Motor vehicles owned and operated by nonresidents engaged in harvest of
agricultural products from June first through December thirty-first of any one
year; provided, however, that such motor vehicles have displayed thereon a
decal or other means of identification issued by the director upon payment of a
fee of fifty dollars.

i. Vehicles owned by nonresident military personnel stationed in this state and
operated by such military personnel or their dependents, provided such vehicle
is registered in the state or territory whereof such military person is a resident,
and provided further that current license plates from such state or territory are
displayed on such vehicle.

j. Passenger motor vehicles, house cars, or pickup trucks not exceeding ten
thousand pounds [4535.92 kilograms] gross weight owned and operated by a
disabled veteran under the provisions of Public Law 79-663 [38 U.S.C. 3901] or
who has a one hundred percent service-connected disability as determined by
the department of veterans' affairs who is entitled to display a distinctive license
plate issued by the department upon the payment of a fee of five dollars. This
exemption applies to no more than two such motor vehicles owned by a
disabled veteran at any one time.

k. Motor vehicles having not over two axles and not being used in combination
owned and operated by nonresidents and any motor vehicle or combination of
three axles or more operated in this state pursuant to a proportional licensing or
other agreement or arrangement with any jurisdiction having motor vehicle
registration authority.

l. Motor vehicles owned and operated by a resident building mover or by a
resident well driller; provided, however, that such vehicles are used only for
moving buildings or building-moving equipment, or are used only for drilling
water wells or moving water well-drilling equipment; provided, further, that such
vehicles display a license plate issued by the director upon the payment of a
fee of twenty-five dollars for two axle trucks, fifty dollars for tandem axle trucks
and single axle truck-tractor units, and seventy-five dollars for each tandem
axle truck-tractor unit.

Any vehicle which has been issued this special motor vehicle license
may be registered under the regular motor vehicle registration law, by payment
of the difference between the amount paid for the special motor vehicle license
and the regular registration fee for such vehicle.

Any vehicle which has been issued this special motor vehicle license and
is found being operated upon the highways of this state without being equipped
with special house-moving or well-drilling equipment shall forfeit the fee paid
and, in addition, must be required to register under the regular motor vehicle
registration law of this state. None of the above limitations may be construed
as restricting the operation of the special licensed vehicle when such operation
would not require a greater fee than that paid for this operation.

m. Any trailer, semitrailer, or farm trailer when the gross weight, not including the
weight of the towing vehicle, does not exceed one thousand five hundred
pounds [680.39 kilograms] and it is not for hire or commercial use, or when
used to transport recreational vehicles or boats and it is not for hire or
commercial use.
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n. Any vehicle which is driven or moved upon a highway only for the purpose of
crossing the highway from one property to another. The crossing must be
made at an angle of approximately ninety degrees to the direction of the
highway.

o. Passenger motor vehicles, house cars, or pickup trucks not exceeding ten
thousand pounds [4535.92 kilograms] gross weight owned and operated by a
resident who, while serving in the United States armed forces, was a prisoner
of war and has received an honorable discharge from the United States armed
forces; provided, however, that the vehicles display a distinctive license plate
issued by the department upon the payment of five dollars. This exemption
also applies to any passenger motor vehicle, house car, or pickup truck not
exceeding ten thousand pounds [4535.92 kilograms] gross weight subsequently
purchased or acquired by such a former prisoner of war; provided, that the
exemption provided by this subdivision is allowed only with respect to one
motor vehicle owned by such a former prisoner of war at any one time.

39-04-18.1. Failure to register upon gainful employment. A person operating a motor
vehicle in violation of subdivision c or e of subsection 2 of section 39-04-18 shall purchase an
annual registration for that motor vehicle for a fee that is not discounted from the appropriate
amount listed in a table in section 39-04-19. A law enforcement officer may issue a registration
for that vehicle and shall remit the registration fee to the department of transportation. The
department shall provide for evidence of registration to be issued by a law enforcement officer
enforcing subdivision c or e of subsection 2 of section 39-04-18.

39-04-19. Motor vehicle registration fees and mile tax. Motor vehicles required to pay
registration fees or a mile tax shall pay the following fees:

1. Nonresidents electing to pay mile tax in lieu of registration, when authorized to do so
by the department, shall pay a fee of twenty dollars for a trip permit which is valid for
a period of seventy-two hours. All fees collected under the provisions of this
subsection must be credited to the highway construction fund.

2. Motor vehicles required to be registered in this state must be furnished license
plates upon the payment of the following annual fees; however, if a motor vehicle,
including a motorcycle or trailer, first becomes subject to registration other than at
the beginning of the registration period, such fees must be prorated on a monthly
basis. The minimum fee charged hereunder must be five dollars:

a. Passenger motor vehicles:
YEARS REGISTERED

1st, 2nd, 7th, 8th, 10th, 11th, 13th and
Gross 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 9th and 12th Subsequent

Weights and 6th Years Years Years Years
Less than 3,200 $70 $62 $54 $46
3,200 - 4,499 90 78 66 54
4,500 - 4,999 108 91 76 60
5,000 - 5,999 139 117 95 73
6,000 - 6,999 172 143 114 86
7,000 - 7,999 205 169 134 99
8,000 - 8,999 238 196 154 112
9,000 and over 271 222 174 125

A house car is subject to registration at the rates prescribed for other
vehicles under this subdivision modified by using the weight applicable to a
vehicle whose weight is forty percent of that of the house car, but not using a
weight of less than four thousand pounds [1814.35 kilograms].
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A pickup truck is subject to registration at the rates prescribed for other
vehicles under this subdivision by applying the shipping weight of the vehicle to
the fee schedule. At a minimum, the registered gross weight displayed on the
registration card for a pickup truck must be twice the shipping weight of the
vehicle. Unless otherwise exempted by this chapter, the owner of a pickup
truck shall request the registered gross weight of the pickup truck be increased
to ensure the registered gross weight is sufficient to include the total weight of
the vehicle and any load transported on or by the vehicle. For purposes of this
subdivision, a pickup truck is a motor vehicle with a manufacturer's gross
vehicle weight rating of less than eleven thousand five hundred pounds
[5216.31 kilograms], with an unladen weight of less than eight thousand pounds
[3628.74 kilograms], and which is equipped with an open box-type bed not
exceeding nine feet [2.74 meters] in length.

b. Schoolbuses, buses for hire, buses owned and operated by religious,
charitable, or nonprofit organizations and used exclusively for religious,
charitable, or other public nonprofit purposes, and trucks or combination trucks
and trailers, including commercial and noncommercial trucks, except those
trucks or combinations of trucks and trailers which qualify for registration under
this subsection or subsection 5:

YEARS REGISTERED
1st 7th 10th 13th 20th and

Gross Through Through Through Through Subsequent
Weights 6th Years 9th Years 12th Years 19th Years Years

Not over 4,000 $68 $55 $50 $47 $46
4,001 - 6,000 73 60 54 48 47
6,001 - 8,000 78 65 58 49 48
8,001 - 10,000 83 70 62 51 50
10,001 - 12,000 88 75 66 53 52
12,001 - 14,000 93 80 70 56 55
14,001 - 16,000 98 85 74 59 58
16,001 - 18,000 103 90 78 61 60
18,001 - 20,000 106 93 80 62 61

YEARS REGISTERED
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 8th, 9th, 10th, 13th and

Gross 4th, 5th, 6th, 11th, and Subsequent
Weights and 7th Years 12th Years Years

20,001 - 22,000 $136 $110 $97
22,001 - 26,000 188 158 142
26,001 - 30,000 249 207 185
30,001 - 34,000 315 260 232
34,001 - 38,000 376 309 275
38,001 - 42,000 437 358 317
42,001 - 46,000 498 406 360
46,001 - 50,000 559 455 403
50,001 - 54,000 629 513 454
54,001 - 58,000 690 562 497
58,001 - 62,000 752 611 540
62,001 - 66,000 812 659 583
66,001 - 70,000 873 708 625
70,001 - 74,000 934 757 668
74,001 - 78,000 995 806 711
78,001 - 82,000 1,056 855 754
82,001 - 86,000 1,179 960 841
86,001 - 90,000 1,301 1,064 928
90,001 - 94,000 1,423 1,169 1,015
94,001 - 98,000 1,545 1,274 1,103
98,001 - 102,000 1,667 1,378 1,190
102,001 - 105,500 1,789 1,483 1,277

Page No. 14



c. Notwithstanding the fees provided by subdivision a of subsection 2, only
one-half of the increase in registration fees, rounded up to the nearest dollar,
resulting from the reclassification of pickup trucks in 2005 from subdivision b of
subsection 2 to subdivision a of subsection 2 is effective from July 1, 2005,
through June 30, 2007.

d. Motorcycles, fifteen dollars.

3. Motor vehicles acquired by disabled veterans under the provisions of Public Law
79-663 [38 U.S.C. 3901] are exempt from the payment of state sales or use tax and,
if paid, such veterans are entitled to a refund. This exemption also applies to any
passenger motor vehicle or pickup truck not exceeding ten thousand pounds
[4535.92 kilograms] gross weight but shall apply to no more than two such motor
vehicles owned by a disabled veteran at any one time.

4. Every trailer, semitrailer, and farm trailer required to be registered under this chapter
must be furnished registration plates upon the payment of a twenty dollar annual fee.
Every trailer, semitrailer, or farm trailer not required to be registered under this
chapter must be furnished an identification plate upon the payment of a fee of five
dollars. Upon the request of a person with a trailer or farm trailer to whom a
registration or identification plate is provided under this subsection, the department
shall provide a plate of the same size as provided for a motorcycle. The department
shall provide notification of this option to the person before the replacement or
issuance of the plate.

5. Trucks or combinations of trucks and trailers weighing more than twenty thousand
but not more than one hundred five thousand five hundred pounds [more than
9071.84 but not more than 47854.00 kilograms] which are used as farm vehicles
only, are entitled to registration under the following fee schedule and the provisions
of this subsection. Farm vehicles are considered, for the purpose of this subsection,
as trucks or combinations of trucks and trailers weighing more than twenty thousand
but not more than one hundred five thousand five hundred pounds [more than
9071.84 but not more than 47854.00 kilograms] owned, or leased for at least one
year by a bona fide resident farmer who uses the vehicles exclusively for
transporting the farmer's own property or other property on a farm work exchange
basis with other farmers between farms and the usual local trading places but not in
connection with any commercial retail or wholesale business being conducted from
those farms, nor otherwise for hire. In addition to the penalty provided in section
39-04-41, any person violating this subsection shall license for the entire license
period the farm vehicle at the higher commercial vehicle rate in accordance with the
weight carried by the farm vehicle at the time of the violation.

YEARS REGISTERED
1st, 2nd, 7th and 9th and 11th and

Gross 3rd, 4th, 5th, 8th 10th Subsequent
Weights and 6th Years Years Years Years

20,001 - 22,000 $108 $94 $80 $62
22,001 - 24,000 113 98 83 64
24,001 - 26,000 121 104 87 66
26,001 - 28,000 132 112 93 70
28,001 - 30,000 141 120 99 74
30,001 - 32,000 156 133 110 83
32,001 - 34,000 166 141 116 87
34,001 - 36,000 176 149 122 91
36,001 - 38,000 186 157 128 95
38,001 - 40,000 196 165 134 99
40,001 - 42,000 206 173 140 103
42,001 - 44,000 216 181 146 107
44,001 - 46,000 226 189 152 111
46,001 - 48,000 236 197 158 115
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48,001 - 50,000 246 205 164 119
50,001 - 52,000 266 223 180 133
52,001 - 54,000 276 231 186 137
54,001 - 56,000 286 239 192 141
56,001 - 58,000 296 247 198 145
58,001 - 60,000 306 255 204 149
60,001 - 62,000 316 263 210 153
62,001 - 64,000 326 271 216 157
64,001 - 66,000 336 279 222 161
66,001 - 68,000 346 287 228 165
68,001 - 70,000 356 295 234 169
70,001 - 72,000 366 303 240 173
72,001 - 74,000 376 311 246 177
74,001 - 76,000 386 319 252 181
76,001 - 78,000 396 327 258 185
78,001 - 80,000 406 335 264 189
80,001 - 82,000 416 343 270 193
82,001 - 84,000 426 365 313 269
84,001 - 86,000 446 382 327 281
86,001 - 88,000 466 399 341 293
88,001 - 90,000 486 416 355 305
90,001 - 92,000 506 433 369 317
92,001 - 94,000 526 450 383 329
94,001 - 96,000 546 467 397 341
96,001 - 98,000 566 484 411 353
98,001 - 100,000 586 501 425 365
100,001 - 102,000 606 518 439 377
102,001 - 104,000 626 535 453 389
104,001 - 105,500 646 552 467 401

6. A motor vehicle registered in subsection 5 may be used for custom combining
operations by displaying identification issued by the department and upon payment
of a fee of twenty-five dollars.

7. Thirteen dollars of each registration fee collected under subsections 2 and 5 must be
deposited in the state highway fund.

39-04-19.1. Registration of soil and water conservation vehicles. Trucks or
combinations of trucks and trailers owned and operated by a bona fide resident of this state, but
no more than one truck tractor and lowboy trailer unit, of a gross weight of twenty-four thousand
one pounds [10886.67 kilograms] or more and used exclusively in soil and water conservation
work or exclusively for township road construction work that results in direct benefits to
agriculture, shall be furnished license plates upon the payment of one-half the annual fees for
such corresponding weight as provided in subdivision b of subsection 2 of section 39-04-19.

This section is not applicable to any trucks and trailers used in road construction work, the
contract for which is in excess of three thousand dollars.

39-04-20. Additional fees required of trucks. Repealed by S.L. 1995, ch. 450, § 1.

39-04-21. Fees for motor vehicles first registered in state. When a motor vehicle first
becomes subject to registration during the calendar year, the registration fee must be for the
remainder of the year prorated on a monthly basis, one-twelfth of the annual registration fee for
each calendar month or fraction thereof. Penny adjustments must be carried to the next even
dollar. Temporary registrations must be issued in such manner as is prescribed by the director of
the department of transportation.

39-04-21.1. Trailers, semitrailers, farm trailers - Registration fees prorated - Excess
weight registration. Repealed by S.L. 1983, ch. 427, § 3.
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39-04-22. Motor vehicle exceeding gross weight for which licensed not to be
operated on highway - Exception. Except as otherwise provided by law, a motor vehicle, or a
combination of motor vehicles, may not be operated upon the highways of this state when the
gross weight exceeds the gross weight for which the vehicle or combination of vehicles was
licensed. Any person violating the provisions of this section will be required to license such
motor vehicle at the higher legal rate in accordance with the weight carried by the motor vehicle
at the time of the violation for the entire license period. However, such registration may not be
construed to authorize the movement of loads in violation of chapter 39-12.

39-04-23. Registered motor vehicle transporting property may change registration
to higher or lower gross weight. Any owner of a motor vehicle transporting property who has
licensed the vehicle for any gross weight limitations may change the registration to a higher gross
weight limitation by the payment of the difference between the fee required for the new
registration and the fee paid for the registration under which the vehicle is being operated. The
fee must equal one-twelfth of the annual higher registration fee less one-twelfth of the registration
fee already paid, the difference multiplied by the number of whole and partial calendar months
remaining in the registration period. In no event may the fee be less than five dollars.

39-04-24. Director to determine weight of motor vehicle when manufacturer's
weight unknown. Any motor vehicle not having an advertised manufacturer's weight shall pay a
license fee based upon the actual weight as determined by the director from satisfactory proofs
submitted to the director. Any truck not having a manufacturer's advertised load capacity shall
pay a license fee in accordance with the schedules provided in this chapter and applicable
thereto upon its load capacity as determined by the director upon satisfactory proofs submitted to
the director.

39-04-25. When seasonal registration of passenger buses permitted. Repealed by
S.L. 1983, ch. 423, § 2.

39-04-26. Registration of vehicles transporting property - Based on gross weight -
Minimum gross weight - Exemption. The registration and license fee for a motor vehicle or for
any lawful combination of motor vehicles used for the transportation of property must be based
upon the gross weight of the motor vehicle or combination of vehicles. The minimum gross
weight for which the motor vehicle or combination of motor vehicles can be licensed is double the
unloaded weight of the motor vehicle or combination of vehicles and, subject to the minimum, the
owner of any motor vehicle or combination of vehicles in the application for license shall set out
the gross weight for which the owner desires a license. The gross weight of any trailer,
semitrailer, or farm trailer may not be included in the minimum gross weight for which a vehicle
must be licensed when the vehicle or combination of vehicles is not for hire and when the gross
weight of the trailer, semitrailer, or farm trailer being towed does not exceed twenty-four thousand
pounds [10886.22 kilograms].

39-04-27. Manufacturer or dealer to give notice of sale or transfer. Repealed by
S.L. 1975, ch. 328, § 1.

39-04-28. Motor vehicle and motorcycle dealers licenses - Fees - Additional
number plates. Repealed by S.L. 1963, ch. 285, § 14.

39-04-29. Certificate of title to be delivered. Repealed by S.L. 1981, ch. 378, § 38.

39-04-30. Cancellation of licenses. Repealed by S.L. 1963, ch. 285, § 14.

39-04-31. Bond required. Repealed by S.L. 1963, ch. 285, § 14.

39-04-31.1. Imposing fees in lieu of truck-mile tax. Repealed by omission from
S.L. 1959, ch. 289, § 15.

39-04-32. Used car lots - Location. Repealed by S.L. 1963, ch. 285, § 14.
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39-04-33. Dealer permitting license to be used by another dealer - License revoked
- Penalty. Repealed by S.L. 1963, ch. 285, § 14.

39-04-34. Dealers to furnish information to registrar. Repealed by S.L. 1963,
ch. 285, § 14.

39-04-34.1. Transfer of certain powers to public service commission. Repealed by
S.L. 1953, ch. 237, § 7.

39-04-35. Dealer to file list of used cars with registrar - Fees paid on used cars by
dealer. Repealed by S.L. 1963, ch. 285, § 14.

39-04-36. Transfer of registered vehicle - Removal of number plates - Transfer of
number plates.

1. Whenever the ownership of a vehicle registered under the provisions of this chapter
or chapter 39-18 is transferred or assigned, the registration of the vehicle expires
and the transferor shall remove the number plates.

2. Upon applying for the transfer of the registration and paying a five dollar fee, a
person who transfers or assigns to another person the ownership of a registered
vehicle may receive credit for the unused portion of the fees paid for the transferred
vehicle. The department may establish procedures that permit the transferor to
assign the credit to the transferee if the transferor is the spouse, a sibling, or a lineal
ancestor or descendant of the transferee. Any remaining credit on a vehicle owned
by a leasing company must be credited to the lessee. One-twelfth of the annual fee
must be credited for each month of the registration period remaining after the month
in which the transfer is made. The credit may not extend beyond the original
expiration of the registration. Except as provided in section 39-04-44, the credit
must be applied to the registration fees for a replacement vehicle. The transferor
shall apply for the transfer of registration within thirty days of the purchase of the
replacement vehicle.

3. Except as otherwise permitted in this chapter, before the transferee of a registered
vehicle may operate the vehicle on a highway, the transferee must apply for and
obtain a new registration of the vehicle, as on an original registration. To provide the
transferee adequate time to obtain a new registration, the director may provide for
the issuance of a temporary registration certificate to permit the transferee to
operate the vehicle for thirty days after the date of acquisition. The certificate must
be printed on the reverse side of each vehicle registration card and must be
available to the transferee from licensed vehicle dealers, law enforcement agencies,
and motor vehicle branch offices. The vehicle may be operated for five days from
date of purchase without a plate or certificate of ownership if dated evidence of
ownership is carried in the vehicle. The evidence of ownership must be in a form as
prescribed by the department.

39-04-37. Violations of registration provisions. It is unlawful for any person to commit
any of the following acts:

1. To operate, or for the owner thereof knowingly to permit anyone to operate, upon a
highway any vehicle the registration of which has been canceled or revoked, or for
which the registration fees required in this title have not been paid, or which does not
have attached thereto and displayed thereon a number plate, plates, or validation
tabs assigned thereto by the director for the current registration period, subject to the
exemptions allowed in this title.

2. To display or cause or permit to be displayed, or to have in possession, any
registration card, registration number plate, or validation tabs knowing the same to
be fictitious or to have been canceled, revoked, suspended, or altered.
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3. To lend any registration number plate, registration card, or validation tabs to any
person not entitled thereto, or knowingly permit the use of any registration number
plate or registration card by any person not entitled thereto.

4. To fail or refuse to surrender to the department, upon demand, any registration card,
registration number plate, or validation tab which has been suspended, canceled, or
revoked as is provided in this chapter.

5. To use a false or fictitious name or address in any application for the registration of
any vehicle, or for any renewal or duplicate thereof, or knowingly to make a false
statement or knowingly to conceal a material fact or otherwise to commit a fraud in
any application.

39-04-38. Taxes or fees provided for to be in lieu of other state or local personal
property taxes. The taxes or fees provided for in this chapter are in lieu of all other personal
property taxes, either state or local, upon such motor vehicles and upon any trailer or semitrailer
for which a certificate of title is required to be issued and has been issued pursuant to the
provisions of chapter 39-05.

39-04-39. Distribution of registration fees collected. Any moneys in the registration
fund accruing from license fees or from other like sources, in excess of the amount required to
pay salaries and other necessary expenses, in accordance with the legislative assembly's
appropriation for such purposes, must be promptly deposited in the highway tax distribution fund
which must be distributed in the manner as prescribed by law. The state treasurer shall transfer
annually from the highway tax distribution fund to the ethanol production incentive fund an
amount equal to forty percent of all sums collected for the registration of farm vehicles under
subsection 5 of section 39-04-19 except that no transfer may be made in an amount that would
result in the balance of the ethanol production incentive fund exceeding five million dollars.

39-04-39.1. Distribution to local highway funds. Repealed by S.L. 1967, ch. 304, § 8.

39-04-39.2. Refunds of registration fees. No refunds of registration fees may be
made, except when the vehicle has been improperly registered or when the vehicle has been
destroyed.

39-04-39.3. Motor vehicle registration fee collection agreements with home rule
cities. The governing body of any incorporated city that has adopted the home rule provisions of
chapter 40-05.1 and the department may enter into contractual agreements where the
department may collect any motor vehicle registration fees assessed by the city. The
department shall deposit with the state treasurer all money collected under this section and shall
accompany each remittance with a certificate showing the city for which it was collected. The
state treasurer, quarterly, shall pay to the city auditors of the several cities the money to which
they are entitled under this section. Agreements entered into under this section must provide for
an agreed amount to be allowed the department for services rendered in connection with the
collections. Any sums collected for services rendered must be paid to the state treasurer for
deposit in the motor vehicle registration fund.

39-04-39.4. Refund of registration fees. Any owner of a motor vehicle, if such motor
vehicle is returned to the manufacturer under the provisions of chapter 51-07, may claim a refund
in the amount equal to the unused portion of the fee upon the vehicle, computed pro rata by the
month, one-twelfth of the annual fee paid for each month of the registration period remaining
after the month in which the vehicle was returned, provided the number plates and validation tabs
issued for the vehicle are returned to the department.

39-04-39.5. Allocation of portion of registration fee. Repealed by S.L. 2005, ch. 40,
§ 15.

39-04-40. Officers to enforce the provisions of chapter. The highway patrol and all
other road or police officers shall enforce the provisions of this chapter.
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39-04-41. Penalty for violation of provisions of chapter. Any person violating any of
the provisions of this chapter for which another penalty is not specifically provided is guilty of a
class B misdemeanor.

39-04-42. Construction contract truck registration - Penalty. Repealed by S.L. 1975,
ch. 106, § 673.

39-04-43. Antique automobile - License and fee. Repealed by S.L. 1981, ch. 378,
§ 38.

39-04-44. Credits on destroyed vehicle.

1. Any owner of a motor vehicle licensed in this state, if such vehicle is permanently
and involuntarily destroyed, may during the same year or following year claim a
refund in an amount equal to the unused portion of the fee paid, less five dollars,
upon the vehicle so destroyed, computed pro rata by the month, one-twelfth of the
annual fee paid for each month of the year remaining after the month in which such
vehicle was so destroyed, provided the number plates, registration card, and
certificate of title are returned to the department. If the number plates or registration
card assigned to the vehicle are destroyed, a refund may be obtained upon
furnishing information of such fact satisfactory to the department. Upon receiving
the certificate of title, the department shall issue a salvage certificate of title.

2. If a vehicle is withdrawn from a proportionally registered fleet during the period for
which it is registered, the registrant of the fleet shall notify the department. The
department may require surrender of cab cards and other identification devices with
respect to the vehicle. If a vehicle is permanently withdrawn from a proportionally
registered fleet because it has been destroyed, sold, or otherwise completely
removed from the service of the fleet operator, the unused portion of the fees paid
with respect to the vehicle must be applied against liability of the fleet operator for
subsequent additions to the fleet during the registration year or for additional fees
upon audit. If at the end of the registration year there remains an unused portion of
fees paid with respect to the permanently withdrawn vehicles, the unused fees must
be applied against registration fees for the registration year immediately following
the year during which the vehicles were permanently withdrawn. The used portion
of fees of a vehicle permanently withdrawn from a fleet is a sum equal to the amount
paid with respect to the vehicle when it was first proportionally registered in the
registration year, reduced by one-twelfth of the total annual proportional registration
fee applicable to the vehicle for each calendar month of the registration year
including the month the notice of withdrawal is received by the department, except
that no unused portion of fees of less than five dollars may be considered or applied.
If an unused portion of fees cannot be applied against registration fees for the
registration year immediately following, an application for refund of the unused
portion may be made to the department, which shall adopt rules as may be required
for payment of the refund.

39-04-44.1. Transporter's license and registration card. A vehicle otherwise properly
registered may be used for transporting other vehicles not registered provided that the
transported vehicle has displayed a transporter's license plate and the transporting vehicle
carries a transporter's registration card. The fee for the transporter's license plate and
registration card is sixty-five dollars per year.

39-04-45. Driveaway transporter registration. Repealed by S.L. 1963, ch. 265, § 7.

39-04-46. Driveaway transporter registration - Expiration. Repealed by S.L. 1963,
ch. 265, § 7.

39-04-47. Driveaway transporter registration - Display. Repealed by S.L. 1963,
ch. 265, § 7.
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39-04-48. Driveaway transporter registration - Application. Repealed by S.L. 1963,
ch. 265, § 7.

39-04-49. Driveaway transporter registration - Fee. Repealed by S.L. 1963, ch. 265,
§ 7.

39-04-50. Motor vehicle department powers. Repealed by S.L. 1963, ch. 265, § 7.

39-04-51. Penalties. Repealed by S.L. 1963, ch. 265, § 7.

39-04-52. Driveaway transport license fees - Effect. Repealed by S.L. 1963, ch. 265,
§ 7.

39-04-53. Noncompliance - Effect. Repealed by S.L. 1963, ch. 265, § 7.

39-04-54. Registration card - Issuance - Contents - Signing. Upon registering a
vehicle, the department shall issue to the owner a registration card which must set forth all of the
following:

1. The date issued.

2. The registration number assigned to the vehicle.

3. A description of the registered vehicle, including either serial or identification
number.

4. A space for the signature of the owner.

5. The name of the owner.

6. Other statements of fact as may be determined necessary by the department.

39-04-55. Registration card to be carried in or on vehicle - Inspection of card -
Penalty. The registration card issued for a vehicle must be carried in the driver's compartment of
the vehicle or, in the case of a housetrailer or mobile home or a trailer or semitrailer, regardless
of when such vehicle was acquired, inside or on the vehicle, at all times while the vehicle is being
operated upon a highway in this state. The card is subject to inspection by any peace officer or
highway patrol officer. Any person violating this section must be assessed a fee of twenty
dollars. However, a person cited for violation of this section may not be found to have committed
the violation if the person, within forty-eight hours after being cited, produces and displays to any
peace officer or highway patrol officer, or to the hearing official before whom the person was to
appear, a registration card valid at the time the person was cited. A peace officer or highway
patrol officer, upon citing a person for violating this section, shall inform the person that a
violation will be considered as not having occurred if the person produces and displays a valid
registration card in the manner provided in this section. A peace officer or highway patrol officer
receiving evidence of the existence of a valid registration card as herein provided shall notify the
hearing official of the appropriate jurisdiction of that fact.

39-04-56. Altering or forging registration card - Penalty. It is a class C felony for any
person to:

1. Alter with fraudulent intent any registration card issued by the department;

2. Forge or counterfeit any registration card purporting to have been issued by the
department under the provisions of this chapter;

3. Alter or falsify with fraudulent intent or forge any assignment of a registration card; or
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4. Use any registration card, or assignment, knowing the same to have been altered,
forged, or falsified.
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